
If the estate tax 
is eliminated, 
someone else

will pay.

YOU.
LET’S FIX THE ESTATE TAX,

NOT REPEAL IT. 
We believe that repeal of the estate tax

would be bad for our democracy, our economy,
and our society. Repealing the estate tax, a
constructive part of our tax structure for 85
years, would leave an unfortunate legacy for
America’s future generations. 

Only the richest 2 percent of our nation’s
families currently pay any estate tax at all.
Repealing the estate tax would enrich the heirs
of America’s millionaires and billionaires
while hurting families who struggle to make
ends meet.

The billions of dollars in lost state and federal
revenues will inevitably be made up either 
by increasing taxes on those less able to pay 

or by cutting Social Security, Medicare, 
environmental protection, and other 
government programs so important to our
nation’s continued well-being.

The estate tax exerts a powerful and positive
effect on charitable giving. Repeal would have a
devastating impact on public charities ranging
from institutions of higher education and land
conservancies to organizations that assist the
poor and disadvantaged.

We recognize the importance of protecting
America’s family farms and small businesses,
and the estate tax has many special provisions
that do so. This concern—the rationale usually
advanced for eliminating the estate tax—can
be addressed by amending the existing estate
tax system. 

A Project of United for a Fair Economy

Call or visit our website and sign the statement showing your support for the estate tax.

37 Temple Place, 2nd floor, Boston, MA 02111  (617) 423-2148  www.responsiblewealth.org

William H. Gates, Sr. • Steven C. Rockefeller • David Rockefeller, Jr. • George Soros • 
Agnes Gund • Henry and Edith Everett • Peter Barnes • Richard and Jing Lyman • 

Robert E. Cook • George and Jane Russell • Eileen Rockefeller Growald • 
Frank and Jinx Roosevelt • Paul Newman • and more than 200 other signers
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